
New and Non-Official Remedies

tue following articles have been tentatively accepted
by the Council on Pharmacy and Chemistry of    Amer·
ICAN Medical Association for inclusion in the proposed

annual, "New and Non-official Remedies." Their accept¬

ance HAS BEEN BASED LARGELY ON EVIDENCE SUPPLIED BY THE
manufacturer or his agent, but to some extent on inves¬

tigation made by or under the direction of the council.
Criticisms and corrections are asked for to aid in the

revision of the matter before final acceptance and pub¬
lication in book form.

The Council desires physicians to understand that the

acceptance of an article does not necessarily mean a

recommendation, BUT that so far as known it complies

with the rules adopted by the Council.
W. A. PUCKNER, Secretary.

(A list of all accepts.l articles is published on one of the adver¬
tising pages of The Journal in the first issue of each month. )

(Continued from page 1109.)
DIACETYL-MORPHINE HYDROCHLORIDE.
Diacetyl-morphine hydrochloride, Ci7Hi7(CaHaOs)2NO.HCl, is

prepared by dissolving diacetyl-morphine in dilute hydrochloricacid, concentrating the neutral solution by evaporation and crys¬
tallizing.

It is a white, crystalling, odorless powder, having a bitter taste,
showing a neutral reaction with congo and melting at 230° to
231° C. (446° to 447.8° F.).

It is soluble In 2 parts of water and soluble also in alcohol, but
Insoluble in ether.

Its aqueous solutions are precipitated by alkaline hydroxides,the precipitate being soluble in excess of the reagent, and by
alkaline carbonates. In other respects the reactions are the
same as those given tinder diacetyl-morphine (which see).

It Is incompatible with alkalies and their carbonates, tannic
acid and other précipitants of alkaloids. It is decomposed by
mineral acids, particularly when heated.

Actions and Uses.—When given in small doses Dia¬
cetyl-morphine Hydrochloride has apparently no effect on

any of the vital functions except respiration, which it ren¬
ders slower, the volume of the individual respirations
being increased, but usually not sufficient to compensate
the slowing, the result being a diminution in the total
amount of air respired. In large doses it may produce
dizziness, nausea and occasionally constipation, and, in
poisonous amounts, twitching of the extremities, great
exhaustion, and dimness of vision may be added. The
temperature becomes subnormal and the pulse rapid
and thready. The habit is readily formed and leads to
the most deplorable results. It is said not to produce
costiveness. (This is not true, according to some ob¬
servers.) It is readily absorbed from mucous mem¬
branes. It lessens irritability of the respiratory center,
thus allaying cough, but does not depress the respiration
as much as morphine.

On withdrawing the drug from habitués there is
said to be a tendency to respiratory failure which may
be dangerous.

Diacetyl-morphine and its hydrochloride are recom¬
mended chiefly for the treatment of diseases of the air
passages attended with cough, difficult breathing and
spasm, such as the different forms of bronchitis, pneu¬
monia, consumption, asthma, whooping cough, laryn¬
gitis, and certain forms of hay fever. It has also been
recommended as an analgesic, in the place of morphine
in various painful affections.

Toxic symptoms should be treated by the administra¬
tion of caffeine hypodermically and of hot coffee by the
stomach. To avoid respiratory failure in the treatment
of. diacetyl-morphine addiction, it has been suggested to
substitute morphine for the diacetyl-morphine and then
treat the patient for morphine addiction.

Dosage.—0.0025 to 0.005 Gm. (1/21 to 1/12 gram)to adults 3 to 4 times a day, the maximum dose being0.01 Gm. 1/6 grain. To children it may be given in
doses varying from 0.0002 to 0.001 Gm. (1/300 to 1/60
grain), according to the age. Hypodermically it may be
administered in the form of a 2 per cent, solution in the
same doses. It has been applied locally to the throat, to
the uterus on tampons, and by suppository for painfulpelvic affections generally, but there is no evidence that
it produces any local anesthetic action.

HEROIN.
A name applied to Diacetyl-morphine, which see.
Manufactured by Farbenfabriken, vorm. Frledr. Bayer & Co.,Rlberfeld, Germany (Continental Color & Chemical Co., New York).U. S. trademark.

HEROIN HYDROCHLORIDE.
A name applied to Diacetyl-morphine Hydrochloride,

which see.
Manufactured by Farbenfabriken, vorm. Frledr. Bayer & Co.,Elberfeld, Germany (Continental Coler & Chemical Co., New York).U. S. trademark.

LECITHIN.
The esters of oleic, stearic, palmitic or other fatty acid

with glycerophosphoric acid combined with cholin ; occur¬
ring in combination with proteids in many animal and
vegetable tissues, especially in nervous matter and egg-
yolk.

Lecithin is best prepared from egg-yolk (in which it exists asvitellin) by dissolving out the lecithin by strong alcohol.
It is a yellowish-brown, waxy solid, of peculiar odor, soluble

in an equal volume of cold absolute alcohol, readily soluble in
chloroform, petroleum, benzin, and fats, less readily in ether. It
is insoluble in water, but swells, giving the peculiar "myélineforms," and decomposes on prolonged contact. It is hygroscopicon exposure to air.

The alcoholic solution is precipitated by platinum or cadmium
chloride. It is decomposed by alkalies with the formation of
clioline and trimethylamine. The ash contains phosphoric acid.
The different lecithins contain from 3.84 to 4.12 per cent, of phos¬phorus and 1.73 to 1.86 per cent, of nitrogen. The ratio ofnitrogen to phosphorus should be as 1 to 2.21.

Lecithin is incompatible with alkalies ; it should be kept in well-
stoppered bottles and should be protected from the light.
Actions and Uses.—Lecithin acts as a stimulant to

nutrition and not as a direct nutrient. The number of
the red blood corpuscles and the amount of hemoglobin
are increased. There is also a slight increase in the pro¬
portion of large mononuclear leucocytes. The appetiteis improved and there is a retention of nitrogen and a
diminution in the excretion of phosphoric and sulphuric
acids, indicating a storage of proteids. The uric acid is
perhaps slightly diminished. Lecithin, even in large
doses, is not toxic.

The ordinary diet contains from 5 to 15 Gm. (75 to
225 grains), and some observers claim that the benefits
of the administration of lecithin can be obtained by an
increased use of lecithin-containing food (eggs, etc.), but
others claim that the raw or combined lecithin is ineffec¬
tive.

Lecithin is held to be useful wherevef there is faulty
nutrition or growth, and is especially recommended as
an addition to cow's milk for artificially fed infants. If
no improvement results after ten days' treatment it is
stated that it is useless to continue the drug.

Dosage.—It may be given by mouth in doses of 0.1 to
0.5 Gm. (1.5 to 8 grains) per day, in pill form, before
meals, or, hypodermically 1 Cc. (15 minims) of a 5 per
cent, solution in oil, daily. Infants, one-third of these
doses.

(To be continued.)
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